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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hashimoto (U. 
S. Patent No. 6,407,826) 

Regarding claim 1, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device connected to 
an external device, the image forming device comprising: 

an image forming unit forming images on a recording medium; (abstract) 

a reception unit receiving a reset signal transmitted from an external device; 
(Fig 2) 

a reset process unit executing a reset process to reset the image forming unit; 
(column 9, lines 40-67. Also note in column 4, lines 21-23 that CPRDY is a signal 
that indicates that the external apparatus (e.g. a computer) is ready to communicate) 
and 
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a reset process control unit selectively controlling the reset process unit to 
execute the reset process in a manner that the reset process control unit controls, 
during a reset signal valid mode, the reset process unit to execute the reset process 
upon receipt of the reset signal (column 10, lines 1-4 - the wakeup is the reset valid 
mode) and that the reset process control unit ignores, during a reset signal invalid 
mode, input of the reset signal, and fails to control the reset process unit to execute 
the reset process, (column 9, line 60 - column 10 line 10 - the reset invalid mode is 
when the printer is in the sleep mode 0 or 1) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claim 2 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hashimoto 



(U. S. Patent No. 6,407,826) 
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Regarding claim 2, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 1, further comprising: 

Hashimoto does not explicitly disclose "a selecting unit enabling a user to select , 
one mode from among the reset signal valid mode and the reset signal invalid mode; " 

However, Hashimoto discloses in column 9, line 24-56 that a user intending for 
the printer to reset and warmup would push a test print button. The printer is shifted 
from the sleep to the stand by to the print modes according to this user input. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have had a selection of whether a reset is to occur. 

The motivation would have been to allow user control in selecting when to reset a 
printer. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to improve Hashimoto's invention to 
obtain the invention as specified. 

a reset signal valid mode setting unit judging, when the reception unit receives 
the reset signal, whether or not the user has selected the reset signal valid mode, and 
setting the reset process control unit into the reset signal valid mode when the user 
has selected the reset signal valid mode; (column 9, line 24-56) and 

a reset signal invalid mode setting unit judging, when the reception unit receives 
the reset signal, whether or not the user has selected the reset signal invalid mode, 
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and setting the reset process control unit into the reset signal invalid mode when the 
user has selected the reset signal valid mode, (column 9, line 24-56) 



Claims 3-13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Hashimoto (U. S. Patent No. 6,407,826) in view of Kataoka (U.S. Patent No. 
5,602,975) 

Regarding claim 3, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 2, further comprising: 

The Hashimoto reference discloses that a printer can enter a sleeping mode, but 
does not go into details as to how. 

It does not explicitly disclose "a sleep mode control unit bringing the image 
forming unit into a sleep mode when no print job is inputted within a prescribed time 
after the image forming unit has completed a printing process, the image forming unit 
being capable of receiving a print job during the sleep mode and consuming power less 
than while the image forming unit is executing a printing process;" 

However, Kataoka discloses in column 6, line 60 to column 7, line 4 and column 
3, lines 12-43 that the printer can be put into a sleep mode and woken up by reception 
of print data. 
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Hashimoto and Kataoka are combinable because both are in the field of saving 
power on a printer. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have used the criteria for entering a sleep mode of Kataoka in 
the Hashimoto invention. 

The motivation would have been to provide a reasonable scenario as to when to 
power down the printer for saving energy. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Hashimoto and Kataoka to 
obtain the invention as specified. 

and a sleep-mode judging unit judging, when the reception unit receives the 
reset signal, whether or not the image forming unit is being in the sleep mode. (Fig. 6 
of Hashimoto shows the various states that the printer can be in) 

Regarding claim 4, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 3, wherein when the sleep-mode judging unit determines that the image forming 
unit is being in the sleep mode, the reset process control unit in the reset signal valid 
mode controls the sleep mode control unit to cancel the sleep mode and controls the 
reset process unit to execute the reset process (Fig. 26 - column 1 1 , lines 54-67), 
and wherein when the sleep-mode judging unit determines that the image forming 
unit is being in the sleep mode, the reset process control unit in the reset signal 
invalid mode controls the sleep mode control unit to fail to cancel the sleep mode and 
the reset process unit to fail to execute the reset process, (column 9, line 66 - column 
10, line 10) 
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Regarding claim 5, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 4, further comprising an auto-select mode setting unit setting, when the 
reception unit receives the reset signal, the reset process control unit into either one 
of the reset signal valid mode and the reset signal invalid mode automatically 
dependently on the determined results of the sleep-mode judging unit, (column 10, 
lines 13-18 discloses that one can set an automatic wake-up mode) 

Regarding claim 6, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 5, wherein the auto-select mode setting unit sets the reset process control unit 
into the reset signal valid mode when the sleep-mode judging unit determines that the 
image forming unit is not in the sleep mode (column 6, lines 40-52), the auto-select 
mode setting unit setting the reset process control unit into the reset signal invalid 
mode when the sleep-mode judging unit determines that the image forming unit is in 
the sleep mode, (column 9, line 6-10) 

Regarding claim 7, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 2, further comprising an auto-select mode setting unit setting the reset process 
control unit into either one of the reset signal valid mode and the reset signal invalid 
mode automatically dependently on an operation state of the image forming unit 
(column 10, lines 13-18 discloses that one can set an automatic wake-up mode), 
wherein the selecting unit enables the user to select one mode from among the reset 
signal valid mode, the reset signal invalid mode, and the auto-select mode, the 
selecting unit enabling the auto-select mode setting unit to perform its setting 
operation when the user has selected the auto-select mode, (column 10, lines 13-18 ) 
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Regarding claim 8, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 7, wherein the auto-select mode setting unit judges whether the image forming 
unit is in a sleep mode when the reception unit receives the reset signal (column 6, 
lines 40-52), the auto-select mode setting unit setting the reset process control unit 
into the reset signal valid mode when the image forming unit is not in the sleep mode, 
the auto-select mode setting unit setting the reset process control unit into the reset 
signal invalid mode when the image forming unit is in the sleep mode, (column 9, line 
6-10) 

Regarding claim 9, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 1, further comprising: 

a selecting unit enabling the user to select one mode from among at least two of 
the reset signal valid mode, the reset signal invalid mode, and an auto-select mode; 
(column 9, line 24-56) 

a display unit displaying results of the user's selection attained by the selecting 
unit; (the secondary reference, Kataoka discloses this in column 2, line 15-26) 

a mode setting unit executing a setting operation when the reception unit 
receives the reset signal, the mode setting unit setting the reset process control unit 
into the reset signal valid mode when the user has selected the reset signal valid 
mode, setting the reset process control unit into the reset signal invalid mode when 
the user has selected the reset signal invalid mode, and setting the reset process 
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control unit into the auto-select mode when the user has selected the auto-select 
model; (column 9, line 24-56) and 

a sleep-mode judging unit judging, when the reset process control unit is set 
into the auto-select mode, whether the image forming unit is in a sleep mode, and 
setting the reset process control unit in the auto-select mode into the reset signal 
valid mode when the image forming unit is not in the sleep mode and setting the reset 
process control unit in the auto-select mode into the reset signal invalid mode when 
the image forming unit is in the sleep mode, (column 10, lines 13-18 discloses that 
one can set an automatic wake-up mode) 

Regarding claim 10, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 1, wherein the reception unit receives the reset signal from the external device 
at least when power to the external device is turned on. (Fig. 1 , column 4, lines 9-14 - 
the computer would have to be turned on in order to send a signal to the printer) 

Regarding claim 11, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 1 , further comprising a warm-up process unit executing a warm-up operation for 
controlling the image forming unit to perform preparation operation for the printing 
process; (Fig. 19, column 18, line 65 - column 19, line 5) 

wherein the reset process unit executes as the reset process a print data 
initialization process for initializing print data (column 13, lines 14-39), a print settings 
data initialization process for initializing print settings data, and a warm-up operation 
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initiation process for directing the warm-up process unit to begin a warm-up 
operation. (Fig. 6) 

Regarding claim 12, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 1, wherein the reception unit receives the reset signal, which is transmitted from 
the external device via a parallel interface cable. (Fig. 1, item 30) 

Regarding claim 13, Hashimoto discloses an image forming device according to 
claim 1 , wherein the reception unit includes: 

a parallel interface port capable of connecting to the parallel interface cable; 
(Fig. 1, item 30) and 

a network port capable of connecting to a network cable; (column 4, lines 9-14) 

and 

further comprising a reset signal invalid mode auto-select unit automatically 
setting the reset process control unit into the reset signal invalid mode when the 
parallel interface cable is connected to the parallel interface port and the network 
cable is connected to the network port, (column 10, lines 13-19) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571)272-7381. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571)272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300: 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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